
CHILD OF GOD 
home blueprint for Mar. 29 – April 4, 2020  

STORY: John 2 – Water into Wine 

John 2:1-11 (Lutheran Study Bible p. 1755-1756) 

Read the story over at home, by yourself and with your family 

CHARACTERS:  JESUS is from Nazareth in Galilee, a region in northern Israel with much Greco-

Roman influence.   He attends a wedding at nearby Cana, along with his mother MARY.  Though 

she is never named in the Gospel of John, Mary’s presence provides “bookends” for Jesus’ 

ministry here and at the crucifixion (John 19:25-27).  We are not told who the BRIDEGROOM is 

at the wedding, but he receives the praise from the CHIEF STEWARD for serving the “good wine” 

although Jesus is the one who produces it.   

What was the last wedding you attended?  What is the funniest thing you’ve seen take place at 

a wedding?  Can you recall a time your mother embarrassed you in public?  How do you imagine 

Jesus felt about his mother’s suggestion that he do something about the wine?  If Jesus has not 

yet performed any public miracles, why did his mother put expectations on him?  What is the 

most unusual wedding you’ve been to?  What is your first reaction to this story?  What do you 

think is significant about this being the first miracle Jesus performs? 

If you had been the bridegroom, how do you think you would have reacted to the news about 

the “new wine”?  How is Jesus’ power exhibited here and for what purpose?  How do you think 

this miracle affected his disciples?  In what area of your life do you need a miracle now?  What 

miracles of Jesus seem most significant to you?  If Jesus is concerned about providing wine for a 

wedding, what areas of your life might he be willing to help with?  Would you consider inviting 

him to bring his “new wine” into your life? 

What is meant by the word “sign” to describe this miracle?  What does this miracle prove about 

Jesus?  What “sign” led you to put your faith in Jesus?  What “signs” of God’s action and power  

have you witnessed in your or other people’s lives?  What is the “wine level” in your life at this 

moment?  What is draining you?  What area seems like stale water in an old jug?  How could 

Jesus bring celebration back into your life? 



WORSHIP CONNECTIONS:  A Christian wedding is considered “holy” 

matrimony when we pray the blessings of God over a marriage.  It is 

often an opportunity for a couple to reevaluate their commitment to 

their faith and to consider becoming active members in their church.  

Weddings can take place anywhere.  Church weddings are best when 

people feel a connection to the congregation.  The pastor is there as 

a resource and caregiver for the couple as they take an important 

step in life. 

At Atonement, all weddings performed include Scripture readings 

and prayers.   The pastor meets with the couple at least twice to 

discuss their faith, relationship, and family goals, plan the service, 

and get to know the couple as well as possible.  Weddings are not 

celebrated during Holy Week.  Holy Communion may take place 

within the wedding service, in which case all who are present are 

welcome to partake.   

The vows used most frequently in the weddings performed at 

Atonement are from the Lutheran Book of Worship: 

 I take you __________ to be my wife/husband 
 from this day forward, to join with you and share 
 all that is to come, and I promise to be faithful to you 
 until death parts us. 
 
PRAY FOR: marriages and families, couples and newlyweds 

everywhere.  Families quarantined at home due to Coronavirus 

concerns.  Food service workers, health care workers, cashiers and 

attendants at grocery stores and service providers that need to stay 

open to keep people safe.   

CATECHISM CONNECTIONS – Ten Commandments: 4th 

commandment:  “Honor your Father and Mother” was a 

commandment that also included a blessing – “…so that your days 

will be long in the land that the Lord Your God will give to you.”  Not 

only long days, but good family connections result from this 

commandments and mutual respect between parent and child.  

Think about the respect it shows for Jesus to honor Mary’s 

suggestion that he perform this miracle.  He was not yet ready to 

begin his public ministry, but her insistence moves him to action.  

We can be sure God listens to us as well, and responds to the urges 

of our prayer.  

FAMILY ACTIVITIES:  Make Kool-Aid with the kids, and talk about 

ways we use water to drink, nourish crops, swim and play in, etc.  

Pull our your wedding album and show your kids pictures…talk about 

who was there and what went on at the party.  Help your children 

plan a party, and make sure there are plenty of supplies to last! 

You’ve probably already told yourself 

that you shouldn’t shout at your 

children.  But when your children are 

driving you up the wall, it isn’t easy to 

stop yourself from yelling. 

Ming-Te Wang’s research findings 

are clear: The more you shout at your 

children, the more their behavior will 

worsen.  Instead of trying to control 

your children’s behavior, understand 

their perspective and feelings. Then 

use logical reasoning to get through 

to them.  If you have trouble 

controlling your anger, try these tips: 

1. Make a firm decision that 

you won’t shout at your 

children unless it’s a 

matter of safety 

2. Decide beforehand what 

you’ll do if you start to 

become angry 

3. Walk away from the 

situation if necessary 

4. Take five deep breaths 

when you become agitated 

5. Avoid using threats 

6. Analyze the role you have 

to play in the conflict 

7. Think about what unmet 

needs your child has, so 

that you can get to the root 

of the issue, e.g. he might 

feel as if he has no control 

over his life, which 

explains his rebellious 

behavior 

 

 (*) from 12 Skills That Good 

Parents Have (Backed By 

Science) by David Wong 

 

Parenting skill #3: Don’t 
shout at your children.  (*) 


