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Pastor Scott Lindner                                             Telephone No. (813) 973-2211               
pastorchat.blogspot.com                Weekdays 10 a.m.—3 p.m. 
29617 State Road 54                               www.discoveralc.com 
Wesley Chapel, FL  33543                  office@discoveralc.com  
 
Thank you for choosing to worship with us today. Your presence here means a lot to us 
and to God. We desire your experience to be spiritually enriching and fulfilling. Come 
celebrate with us each Sunday, and grow in faith. Please sign our visitors pads with a 
local address and email. Also, a large print version of this bulletin is available upon 
request. 
 
Holy communion is celebrated every Sunday at Atonement. All who believe in the real 
presence of Christ in the Lord’s Supper are invited to commune. Young children, who 
have not received first communion, may come forward (cross their arms over their 

chest) to receive a blessing. We commune by “Intinction.” After you 
have received the bread, dip it in the wine chalice. We have gluten-free 
communion wafers available for those with wheat & gluten sensitivities. 
Just let your communion server know. We also have grape juice for those 
who prefer it to wine. The grape juice chalice is just beyond the wine 
chalice for your convenience. Also, if you cannot come down the aisle 
for communion, let an usher know and communion will be brought to you 
at your seat. 

 
If you have individual prayer concerns, our God Squad will be in front of the altar 
following the service to pray with you.  

 
Service Times 

Saturdays at 5 p.m.            
Sundays: Rise & Shine 8:30 a.m., Traditional 10 a.m. & Child of God 11:30 a.m. 

 
Today’s Worship Leaders 

Preaching & Presiding   Pastor Jim Horn   
Keyboardist:         Ken Hanks 
Celebration Choir Director:       Ruby Agnir 
Assisting Minister:        Rebecca Parker 
Acolyte:                                      Griffin Frost  
Communion Servers:             Bill & Ginny Morris   
Ushers:      Nils Lenz, Rich Etringer, Robert Pope, 

        Toms Hannold, Roy Caffey 
 Readers:      Kay Edwards, Char Vinik       

  
 
 

mailto:3shelldrops@verizon.net
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As the chimes sound, please prepare for worship in silence.  
 

PRELUDE  

WELCOME 

Gathering Hymn: Joy to the World (ELW 267)  
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GREETING 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
 
Kyrie (TFF p. 43) 
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HYMN OF PRAISE (TFF P. 46) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
O Lord God, you know that we cannot place our trust in our own powers. As you 
protected the infant Jesus, so defend us and all the needy from harm and adversity, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen 
 
CHILDREN’S MOMENT  
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 63:7-9 
 
A reading from Isaiah. 
  
7I will recount the gracious deeds of the Lord, 
  the praiseworthy acts of the Lord, 
 because of all that the Lord has done for us, 
  and the great favor to the house of Israel 
 that he has shown them according to his mercy, 
  according to the abundance of his steadfast love. 
 8For he said, “Surely they are my people, 
  children who will not deal falsely”; 
 and he became their savior 
  9in all their distress. 
 It was no messenger or angel 
  but his presence that saved them; 
 in his love and in his pity he redeemed them; 
  he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old. 
 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM: Psalm 148 (Read Responsively)  
 
 Praise the Lord! 

Praise the Lord from the heavens; 

    praise him in the heights! 

Praise him, all his angels; 

    praise him, all his host! 

 Praise him, sun and moon; 

    praise him, all you shining stars! 

Praise him, you highest heavens, 

    and you waters above the heavens! 

 Let them praise the name of the Lord, 

    for he commanded, and they were created. 

He established them forever and ever; 

    he fixed their bounds, which cannot be passed.  

 Praise the Lord from the earth, 

    you sea monsters and all deeps, 
 fire and hail, snow and frost, 

    stormy wind fulfilling his command! 

 Mountains and all hills, 

    fruit trees and all cedars! 
 Wild animals and all cattle, 

    creeping things and flying birds! 

 Kings of the earth and all peoples, 

    princes and all rulers of the earth! 
 Young men and women alike, 

    old and young together! 

 Let them praise the name of the Lord, 

    for his name alone is exalted; 

    his glory is above earth and heaven. 

 He has raised up a horn for his people, 

    praise for all his faithful, 
    for the people of Israel who are close to him. 

Praise the Lord! 

. 
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SECOND READING: HEBREWS 2:10-18 
A reading from Hebrews. 
 
10 It was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things exist, in bringing many children to 

glory, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through sufferings. 11 For the one who 

sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one Father. For this reason, Jesus is not ashamed to 

call them brothers and sisters, 12 saying, 

“I will proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters,  

    in the midst of the congregation I will praise you.” 

13 And again, 

“I will put my trust in him.” 

And again, 

“Here am I and the children whom God has given me.” 

14 Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, he himself likewise shared the same things, so 
that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and free 
those who all their lives were held in slavery by the fear of death. 16 For it is clear that he did not 
come to help angels, but the descendants of Abraham. 17 Therefore he had to become like his brothers 

and sisters[f] in every respect, so that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of 
God, to make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the people. 18 Because he himself was tested by 
what he suffered; he is able to help those who are being tested. 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL: MATTHEW 2:13-23 
 
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the second chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
13 Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, 

“Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell 

you; for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” 14 Then Joseph got up, 

took the child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt, 15 and remained there until the 

death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the 

prophet, “Out of Egypt I have called my son.” 

16 When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, he was infuriated, and he 

sent and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two years old or 

under, according to the time that he had learned from the wise men. 17 Then was fulfilled 

what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah: 

18 “A voice was heard in Ramah, 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=+Hebrews+2%3A10-18&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-29978f
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    wailing and loud lamentation, 

Rachel weeping for her children; 

    she refused to be consoled, because they are no more.” 

19 When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in 
Egypt and said, 20 “Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for 
those who were seeking the child’s life are dead.” 21 Then Joseph got up, took the child 
and his mother, and went to the land of Israel. 22 But when he heard that Archelaus was 
ruling over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And after being 
warned in a dream, he went away to the district of Galilee. 23 There he made his home in 
a town called Nazareth, so that what had been spoken through the prophets might be 
fulfilled, “He will be called a Nazorean.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
 
ANTHEM 
 
“Bring Back the Glory” by Gaither 
 Kristen Styles, Soloist 
 
ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, ☩  and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen 
 
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the aid of your people, turning us from our 
sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that, attentive to your 
word, we may confess our sins, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 
Gracious God, 
have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, 
things done and left undone. Uphold us by your Spirit so that we may live and serve 
you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of your holy name; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen 
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 Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our ☩  Lord Jesus 

Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. 
Amen 
 
CREED 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell.* 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen 
 
THE PRAYERS 
 
Gathered all who seek the Christ child, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 
those in need. 
 
Brief Silence 
 
Praise is in our lives and our hearts, Holy One, for the gracious deeds and acts that you 
have bestowed upon your church. Give to your whole church open hearts that we might 
work together to share your good news in Christ Jesus.  Hear us O God.   Your mercy is 
great. 
 
Praise to you Creator, for you have created a rich diversity of nature and creatures. 
Sustain all that have made and keep us faithful in our care for your creation.   Hear us O 
God.  Your mercy is great. 
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We bless you Ruler of all, for the communities and nations of which we are a part. 
Gather into your arms the many people of the world and grant humility to all leaders, so 
that all may find blessing and peace.  Hear us O God.   Your mercy is great. 
 
O Holy One, you overcame death and freed us from all fear. Give courage to all who are 
afraid and comfort to all who suffer in any way, especially,  ( The Family of Jake Morris, 
Donna Butler, and Keriston Diggs, Christine D’Amico’s Mom, Dad, Brother, Fiance’ 
William & Sister in heaven). Give patience and compassion to those who care.    Hear us 
O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 
Nurturing God, you care for your children in any danger. Grant courage to our 
congregation, that we are present with children who need our love and protection, be 
with parents who grieve the loss of children and with those who seek safety from hurtful 
situations.  Hear us O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 
Other Intercessions may be offered here. 
 
Precious Lord, you make the renewal of our lives and loves possible through your grace. 
Be with those who are celebrating birthdays including Les Tepe, Beth Tepe, Iris Aeppel, 
and those celebrating anniversaries. May they continue to know your joy and presence in 
all that the years may bring.  Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer. 
 
Into your generous hands we command all for whom we pray, trusting in your steadfast 
mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.  AMEN 
  

PEACE 
 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 
The ministers and congregation may greet one another with a gesture of peace, using 
these or similar words: Peace be with you.  
 
 
OFFERING HYMN: O Little Town of Bethlehem (ELW 279)  
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OFFERING AND PREPARATION (TFF p. 54) 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 
After the gifts have been presented, one of these prayers is said. 
Let us pray. 
Generous God, 
you have given us life, this community, and these gifts of the earth 
that become the meal of your grace. Move in our hearts, 
that we might use your gifts to bring hope and blessing wherever we go, 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING (TFF p. 38) 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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It is indeed our right, our duty, and our joy ... we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn:  
 
SANCTUS (TFF p. 56) 

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 
Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 
the Word made flesh. 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
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 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 
With this bread and cup 
we remember your Word dwelling among us, 
full of grace and truth. 
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 
We look with hope for his coming. 
 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 
Come among us. 
Bless this meal. 
May your Word take flesh in us. 
Awaken your people. 
Fill us with your light. 
Bring the gift of peace on earth. 
 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
All praise and glory are yours, 
Holy One of Israel, 
Word of God incarnate, 
Power of the Most High, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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 LORD’S PRAYER 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Love has come: God’s love for all people. 
Come and eat, for Christ invites you. 
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COMMUNION HYMN (TFF p. 57) 

COMMUNION HYMN What Child is This (ELW 296) 
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COMMUNION HYMN O Come All Ye Faithful (ELW 283) 
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CANTICLE (TFF 58) 
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PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing 
power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would strengthen us, 
through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake 
of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 
 
CHARGE TO THE PEOPLE 
Go out into the world in peace; 
Love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, 
with all your soul, 
with all your mind; 
and love your neighbor as yourself. 
 
BENEDICTION 
The minister blesses the congregation. 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN Good Christian Friend’s Rejoice 
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        If you have individual prayer concerns, our God Squad will be in 

   front of the altar following the service to pray with you. 

    

    

DISMISSAL 
 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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