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Pastor Scott Lindner                                             Telephone No. (813) 973-2211               
pastorchat.blogspot.com                Weekdays 10 a.m.—3 p.m. 
29617 State Road 54                               www.discoveralc.com 
Wesley Chapel, FL  33543                  office@discoveralc.com  
 
Thank you for choosing to worship with us today. Your presence here means a lot to us 
and to God. We desire your experience to be spiritually enriching and fulfilling. Come 
celebrate with us each Sunday, and grow in faith. Please sign our visitors pads with a 
local address and email. Also, a large print version of this bulletin is available upon 
request. 
 
Holy communion is celebrated every Sunday at Atonement. All who believe in the real 
presence of Christ in the Lord’s Supper are invited to commune. Young children, who 
have not received first communion, may come forward (cross their arms over their 

chest) to receive a blessing. We commune by “Intinction.” After you 
have received the bread, dip it in the wine chalice. We have gluten-free 
communion wafers available for those with wheat & gluten sensitivities. 
Just let your communion server know. We also have grape juice for those 
who prefer it to wine. The grape juice chalice is just beyond the wine 
chalice for your convenience. Also, if you cannot come down the aisle 
for communion, let an usher know and communion will be brought to you 
at your seat. 

 
If you have individual prayer concerns, our God Squad will be in front of the altar 
following the service to pray with you.  

 
Service Times 

Saturdays at 5 p.m.            
Sundays: Rise & Shine 8:30 a.m., Traditional 10 a.m. & Child of God 11:30 a.m. 

 
Today’s Worship Leaders 

Preaching & Presiding   Pastor Scott Lindner  
Keyboardist:         Ken Hanks 
Celebration Choir Director:       Ruby Agnir 
Assisting Minister:        Walt Frank 
Acolyte:                                      Giada Styles  
Communion Servers:             Joe & Mary Bleakney   
Ushers:      Margaret Kovacs, Mark & Jane Gamble, 
       Robert Pope, Roy Caffey, Tom Hannold 
 Readers:      Ruby Agnir, Vito Chiaramonte    

  
 
 

mailto:3shelldrops@verizon.net
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As the chimes sound, please prepare for worship in silence.  
 

PRELUDE:  Sicilliano in E Minor by Pergolesi, Arr. By Kathryn Master 

   Marj Swikert, Flute & Ken Hanks, Keyboard 

WELCOME 

ENTRANCE HYMN OR PSALM Son of God, Eternal Savior (ELW 655) 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
 
 
KYRIE (TFF p. 43) 
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HYMN OF PRAISE (TFF p. 46) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The salutation may precede the prayer. 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your incarnate Word. By 
your grace empower us to reflect your light in all that we do, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
Amen. 
 
CHILDREN’S MOMENT  
 
FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:7-14 
A reading from Jeremiah. 
 7Thus says the Lord: 
 Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, 
  and raise shouts for the chief of the nations; 
 proclaim, give praise, and say, 
  “Save, O Lord, your people, 
  the remnant of Israel.” 
 8See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north, 
  and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, 
 among them the blind and the lame, 
  those with child and those in labor, together; 
  a great company, they shall return here. 
 9With weeping they shall come, 
  and with consolations I will lead them back, 
 I will let them walk by brooks of water, 
  in a straight path in which they shall not stumble; 
 for I have become a father to Israel, 
  and Ephraim is my firstborn. 
 
 10Hear the word of the Lord, O nations, 
  and declare it in the coastlands far away; 
 say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him, 
  and will keep him as a shepherd a flock.” 
 11For the Lord has ransomed Jacob, 
  and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him. 
 12They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, 
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  and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the Lord, 
 over the grain, the wine, and the oil, 
  and over the young of the flock and the herd; 
 their life shall become like a watered garden, 
  and they shall never languish again. 
 13Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, 
  and the young men and the old shall be merry. 
 I will turn their mourning into joy, 
  I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow. 
 14I will give the priests their fill of fatness, 
  and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty, 
 says the Lord. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
PSALM: Psalm 147:13-21 
 13Worship the Lord, O Jerusalem; 
  praise your God, O Zion; 
 14for he has strengthened the bars of your gates; 
  he has blessed your children within you. 
 15He has established peace on your borders; 
  he satisfies you with the finest wheat. 
 16He sends out his command to the earth, 
  and his word runs very swiftly. R 
 17He gives snow like wool; 
  he scatters hoarfrost like ashes. 
 18He scatters his hail like bread crumbs. 
  Who can stand against his cold? 
 19He sends forth his word and melts them; 
  he blows with his wind, and the waters flow. 
 20He declares his word to Jacob, 
  his statutes and his judgments to Israel. 
 21He has not done so to any other nation; 
  to them he has not revealed his judgments. Hallelujah! R 
 
 
SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:3-14 
A reading from Ephesians. 
3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ 
with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4just as he chose us in Christ before 
the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in love. 5He destined us 
for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his 
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will, 6to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7In 
him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according 
to the riches of his grace 8that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight 9he has 
made known to us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set 
forth in Christ, 10as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things 
in heaven and things on earth. 11In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having 
been destined according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to 
his counsel and will, 12so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live 
for the praise of his glory. 13In him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the 
gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the seal of the 
promised Holy Spirit; 14this is the pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as God’s 
own people, to the praise of his glory. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
GOSPEL: John 1:1--18 
The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 1st chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and 
without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4in him was life, 
and the life was the light of all people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness did not overcome it. 
  6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to 
testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, 
but he came to testify to the light. 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was 
coming into the world. 
  10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did 
not know him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 
12But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become 
children of God, 13who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of 
man, but of God. 
  14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the 
glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 15(John testified to him and cried 
out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because 
he was before me.’ ”) 16From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17The 
law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18No 
one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who 
has made him known. 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON 
Silence for reflection may follow. 
 
ANTHEM 
 "Saw You Never in Twilight (An Epiphany French Carol)" arr by Porter  
 
ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
An order for confession and forgiveness may be used before this service. 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen 
 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the aid of your people, turning us from our 
sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that, attentive to your 
word, we may confess our sins, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
Gracious God, 
have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, 
things done and left undone. Uphold us by your Spirit so that we may live and serve 
you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of your holy name; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our ☩ Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. 
Amen 
 

 
NICENE CREED 
 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
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 For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven; 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen 
 
THE PRAYERS 
Gathered with all who seek the Christ, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those 
in need. 
 
Brief Silence 
 
Holy God, you make your presence known to the church in every land. Give us a desire 
and will to support the diverse work of the church throughout the world.  Hear us O 
God.  Your mercy is great. 
 
Generous Creator, in you all things came into being and without you not one thing 
exists. We praise you for the snow and rain that water the earth. Move us to care for the 
well-being of the work of your hands.    Hear us O God.   Your mercy is great. 
 
Savior of the nations, you gather into your care people of every age and ability, from 
lands far and near. Inspire the leaders of the nation to work for peace within their 
countries and in all the world.    Hear us O God.   Your mercy is great. 
 
Saving God, provide for your people who begin this new year in need. Grant shelter to 
those who are homeless; comfort to all who are lonely, and a strong sense of your 
presence to those who are sick, (Betty Mahaffey). Hear us O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 



14 

 
Word of truth, your good news of salvation is proclaimed among us. Bless all who 
proclaim your word in this community, esp. teachers, pastors, deacons, assisting 
ministers, musicians, and lectors.    Hear us O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 
Precious Lord, you make the renewal of our lives and loves possible through your grace. 
Be with those who are celebrating birthdays or anniversaries this week. May they 
continue to know your presence and joy in all that the years may bring.    
Hear us O God.     Your mercy is great. 
 
Other intercessions may be offered here. 
 
Gracious One, your light shines in the darkness and it is not overcome. We thank you for 
the witnesses who have testified to your light. May their lives continue to inspire us.   
Hear us O God.    Your mercy is great. 
 
God of wisdom, you form your faithful people for discipleship and witness.  Nurture and 
grow the faith and skills of our Tampa Conference seminarians Esthel Kane and Lois 
Sorenson, and all who are preparing for ministry.  Make them into wise and 
compassionate leaders as you equip the church for your work in the world.   
Hear us O God.   Your mercy is great. 
 
Into your gracious hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your steadfast 
mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   Amen 
 
PEACE 
The peace is shared. 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 
The ministers and congregation may greet one another with a gesture of peace, using 
these or similar words: Peace be with you. 
 
TEMPLE TALK: Salli Conover  
 
OFFERING HYMN Thy Strong Word (ELW 511) 
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OFFERING AND PREPARATION (TFF p. 54) 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 
After the gifts have been presented, one of these prayers is said. 
Let us pray. 
O Mighty One, 
you have done great things for us, and holy is your name. Bless all we offer you—
our selves, our time, and our possessions—that through us your grace and favor 
may be made known to all the world; for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Redeemer. 
Amen 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING (TFF p. 38) 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed our right, our duty, and our joy ... we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn:  
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SANCTUS (TFF p. 56) 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (ELW p. 108) 
Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 
Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 
the Word made flesh. 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
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 Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 

With this bread and cup 
we remember your Word dwelling among us, 
full of grace and truth. 
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 
We look with hope for his coming. 
 

Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 
Come among us. 
Bless this meal. 
May your Word take flesh in us. 
Awaken your people. 
Fill us with your light. 
Bring the gift of peace on earth. 
 

Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

All praise and glory are yours, 
Holy One of Israel, 
Word of God incarnate, 
Power of the Most High, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
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COMMUNION 
 
COMMUNION HYMN (TFF p. 57) 
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COMMUNION HYMN Your Little Ones, Dear Lord (ELW 286) 
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COMMUNION HYMN Infant Holy, Infant Lowly (ELW 276) 
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CANTICLE (TFF p. 58) 

PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing 
power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would strengthen us, 
through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the 
sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 
 
Silence for reflection. 
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PASSING OF BLESSING CUP 

The family to receive the blessing cup and the family which has just had it both gather 
up at the front of the assembly.   

Leader: The Lord is my chosen portion and my cup… 
ALL: I keep the Lord always before me. 

Leader: Because He is right there with me, nothing can push me over. 

ALL: Therefore my heart is glad and my soul rejoices. 

 

Leader: The blessing cup travels from home to home as a sign of God’s loving presence 
and blessing upon each family.  Today as it passes from one family to another, we ask 
God to bring his peace and joy to all the households of His people. 

 

Let us pray. 

ALL: Father God, creator of all families,  

bring us closer to You and to one another.   

Fill our homes with respect and joy, laughter and prayer.   

Help us be committed and faithful family members as You have shown Your deep 
and endless patience and faithfulness to the human family.   

Bring Your blessing into our lives, that we may live together in grace,  

forgiveness and unconditional love, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 

 

Leader (to the family with the blessing cup): 

You have carried this cup with prayer and God’s Word.   

As you pass it on, we pray your lives continually reflect God’s presence. 

 

The cup is passed to a new family. 

 

Leader (to the family receiving the cup):  

You leave here not only with this cup, but also our prayers and God’s blessing. 

Go now and bring the power of God’s love  

from His heart to Your home and out into the world. 

 

ALL: Amen. 
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CHARGE TO THE PEOPLE 
 
Go out into the world in peace; 
Love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, 
with all your soul, 
with all your mind; 
and love your neighbor as yourself. 
 
BENEDICTION 
The minister blesses the congregation. 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN Let All Together Praise Our God (ELW 287) 
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        If you have individual prayer concerns, our God Squad will be in 

   front of the altar following the service to pray with you. 

    

    

DISMISSAL  
 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
From sundaysandseasons.com. 
Copyright © 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
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          EVENTS THIS WEEK 
    
 
 
Sun Jan. 5  Rise & Shine Service      8:30 a.m.  
   Traditional Service      10:00 a.m. 
   Seminarian Sunday & Blessing Cup 
   Child of God (NB)      11:30 a.m.  
   
         
Mon Jan 6  AA   (Fell)       7:30 p.m. 
   Praise Band Rehearsal (Sanc)    7:30 p.m. 
            
 
Tue Jan 7  Pantry Set-up       8:00 a.m. — 1:00 p.m. 
   Women’s Bible Study (NB)     11:00a.m.—1:00p.m. 
   Food Pantry Board Mtg (SS)    6:00 p.m. 
   Choir Rehearsal       7:30 p.m.    
   
                                  
Wed Jan. 8  Food Pantry        10:00 a.m.—2:00p.m. 
   ACCESS       10:00a.m.—1:00p.m. 
   Youth Meeting       6:00p.m.—7:30p.m. 
   Boy Scouts #2 (Fell)      7:00 p.m.    
      
    
Thu  Jan. 9   
          
Fri  Jan. 10   AFS (ALANON) (SS)     11:30 a.m.—1:30 p.m. 
   Drive Thru Prayer                 11:30 a.m.—1:30 p.m. 
      
    
Sat. Jan. 11  Safety & Security (Fell)      9:00 a.m.   
   WELCA (SS)       10:00 a.m. 
   Confirmation Ten Commandments 1:No Other Gods 10:30—Noon 
 
       
 
UPCOMING EVENTS: 
 
Sun  Jan.12  “Into the Silent Land” Book Study (NB)   9:00 a.m. & 9:50 a.m.  
   (Book Study Corresponds w/ 6 wk sermon series) 
 
Sat  Jan. 18   Spring Event Planning Ministry Meeting  (Fell)  10:00—Noon 
   FACT (Fell)       4:00  
   Girl Scouts Festival (NB)     Noon—4:00 p.m. 
   Girl Scouts #1208 (SS)     10:00 a.m. —11:30 a.m. 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
ROOMS: NB=New Building   Fell=Fellowship   Sanc=Sanctuary   SS=Sunday School Room 
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OPPORTUNITIES FOR SPECIAL GIVING  

 Building Fund for future facilities. Property Maintenance Fund for large repairs that 
may be needed for the care & repair of our building and property. 

 Thrivent benefit members can direct Thrivent Choice Dollars to Atonement. 

 Sign up for Simply Giving, an automated giving program available for regular & 
special donations.  See Doug Ungerer for more information. 

 Give a Lutheran Study Bible as a memorial gift ($25 each).   

 Don’t forget your congregation in your will and legacy planning! 

 Donations are welcome to the Agnir Memorial Music Fund  

 Donations are welcome to the Bidwell Memorial Scholarship. 

 Donations may be made through PayPal on the church’s web: discoveralc.com 

 Help support our own Helping Hands Ministry-Donate canned goods, all non-
perishable food items, plastic bags and monetary donations are also welcome. 

 
 
 
Partner Ministries & Congregations 
Elizabeth Eaton, ELCA Bishop 
Pedro Manuel Suarez, Florida Bahamas 
Synod Bishop 
Christian Social Services, Land O’ Lakes 
Lutheran Services of Florida 
Cub Scout Pack 148 
Boy Scout Troop 2  
Resurrection House,  Dade City 
 
 
 

 
Update on donations: 

 

General Fund is still behind 

by ($48,706.68) as of 12/31/19 

 

C. Rothgeb 

Treasurer 

Glory to God!   
   
From December 24th 
105   4 p.m.   
138   7 p.m. 
  
General Fund                      $2,582.00 
10-4-10             150.00 
Property Maintenance Fund           20.00 
Caring       50.00 
Rent        50.00 
Total         $2,802.00 
 
From December 28th, 29th 

10 Saturday at 5 p.m.  
26  8:30 a.m. 
78  10 a.m. 
9 Child of God  
 
General Fund                       $2,386.00 
10-4-10     596.34 
Total         $2,982.34 
 
 
Grand Total:                          $5,784.34 
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May God direct your ways in peace, make you abound in 

love for one another and for all, 

and strengthen your hearts 

until the coming of our Lord Jesus.  

Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you now and forever. 


