
CHILD OF GOD 
home blueprint for April 5 – April 11, 2020  

STORY: Palm Sunday, Jesus in Jerusalem 

John 12:12-16 (Lutheran Study Bible p. 1777) 

Read the story over at home, by yourself and with your family 

CHARACTERS:  For this Sunday and next (Easter), we jump ahead from the beginning to the end 

of Jesus’ earthly ministry.  Palm Sunday is the day Jesus enters Jerusalem (not for the first, but 

the last time in John’s gospel), aware that he will be put to death and that he is going to the 

Father.  He comes for the Passover festival, fulfilling the old prophecy of Zechariah 9:9 to the 

people of Israel that “your king is coming to you riding on a donkey…”  People rush out to meet 

him, waving palms and greeting him as the promised Messiah.  It is a sign to those opposed to 

him (including most of the party leaders of the Pharisees) that nothing but Jesus’ death will stop 

a growing revolt of the people (vs. 19).  Jesus refers to his coming death as being “glorified” by 

his Father God (vs. 16, 23). 

How do you want your friends and family to remember you after death?  If you had a year’s 

wages to spend on a going away party with your friends, what would you do?  If you could give 

one gift to each of your friends before you pass away, what would you give to each of them?  

What’s your favorite thing to see in a parade?   

What do you think people thought or felt, seeing Jesus ride into Jerusalem on a donkey?  Do you 

think it would have been clear that he was the Messiah?  What were people thinking Jesus 

would do?  Imagine being in the crowd that week when Jesus enters Jerusalem (chapter 12) and 

then later when they cry for his death (chapter 19).  How would you have felt standing among 

them?  Have you ever been in a crowd that turned nasty?  What was that like? 

Do you think Jesus gave people sufficient proof he was God’s Son?  What else could he have 

done?  Why do you think he came into Jerusalem the way he did?  How do you rate your 

worship life?  Is it more like a hero’s welcome or a funeral dirge?  READ the Passion story in the 

Gospel of John (chapters 18-19).  What details stand out to you?  How is Jesus’ death real to 

you?  How would you explain to a non-Christian friend what happened at the crucifixion and 

why we needed him to do what he did? 



WORSHIP CONNECTIONS:  In many churches (including Atonement) 

Palm Sunday is also celebrated as “the Sunday of the Passion” when 

we recognize, not just Jesus’ entrance into Jerusalem, but also what 

happened there – his crucifixion and death.  That gives this Sunday a 

real “split personality” as we begin by triumphantly waving palm 

branches (which are only mentioned in this passage from John), and 

end in mourning at the foot of the cross.  Easter is coming, for sure, 

but this day is a gateway into this “Holy Week” traditionally reserved 

for praying and reflecting on what Jesus’ death means for each one 

of us.   

John is the only gospel that gives us a timeline linking the events of 

Holy Week with the feast of Passover (see 12:1).  This is why we 

celebrate Easter when we do, and why we remember the Last 

Supper on the Thursday of Holy Week (“Maundy Thursday”).  This 

day is the remembrance of “the night in which [Jesus] was betrayed” 

when he gave the gift of Holy Communion, and the great 

commandment (commandment = maundatum in Latin = “Maundy”) 

to love one another.  Holy Week also includes Good Friday, the day 

we remember the crucifixion of Jesus.  At Atonement, we usually 

have a service at noon (Stations of the Cross) and 7pm on Good 

Friday.  Some churches also celebrate “Easter Vigil,” a Holy Saturday 

service after dark, lasting past midnight into Easter morning.   

PRAY FOR: the safety and health of all people during coronavirus, 

and for people who have lost jobs.  Pray that all people would come 

to know Christ as Lord and Savior.  Pray for churches celebrating 

Holy Week in new ways amid the epidemic.  Pray for the poor and 

hungry, that their basic needs are met. 

CATECHISM CONNECTIONS – The Sign of the Cross:  Isn’t making the 

“sign of the cross” a Roman Catholic thing?  Many people assume it 

is because Catholics do so quite openly and frequently.  But the sign 

of the cross is an ancient practice, one that Luther recommended as 

well.  In early editions of the Small Catechism, Luther included a 

“Morning and Evening Blessing” for each member of a household to 

say, which began this way: 

In the morning, as soon as you get out of bed, you are to make the sign of the holy 

cross and say: God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit watch over me.  Amen… 

It then goes on with a prayer, and a similar order for an Evening 

Blessing.  Clearly Luther felt that the sign of the cross was helpful. 

FAMILY ACTIVITIES:  Make a week-long calendar time-line of what 

happens to Jesus in Holy Week, starting with his entry into Jerusalem 

on Sunday (John 12), through the Last Supper on Thursday (John 13-

17), and his Passion (John 18-19) and Resurrection on Easter (John 

20).   

1. The Harvard Study of 

Adult Development is 

one of the longest 

longitudinal studies 

ever done. 

2. One finding of the 

study is that children 

who do more chores 

around the house 

become happier later 

on.  

3. Household 

responsibilities teach 

children important life 

lessons related to duty, 

cooperation, 

community and hard 

work. 

4. People who learn such 

lessons early in life are 

more likely to become 

well-adjusted adults. 

5. Successful parents 

make household chores 

a part of the family’s 

routine and culture. 

This sets children up for 

future success. 
 

 (*) from 12 Skills That Good 

Parents Have (Backed By 

Science) by David Wong 

Parenting skill #4: Give your 
children responsibilities 
around the house.  (*) 

https://news.harvard.edu/gazette/story/2017/04/over-nearly-80-years-harvard-study-has-been-showing-how-to-live-a-healthy-and-happy-life/
https://news.harvard.edu/gazette/story/2017/04/over-nearly-80-years-harvard-study-has-been-showing-how-to-live-a-healthy-and-happy-life/

