
  

 

“Sharing the Love of Jesus by Glorifying God and Extending His 

December 22, 2019 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 



2 

  
Pastor Scott Lindner                                             Telephone No. (813) 973-2211               
pastorchat.blogspot.com                Weekdays 10 a.m.—3 p.m. 
29617 State Road 54                               www.discoveralc.com 
Wesley Chapel, FL  33543                  office@discoveralc.com  
 
Thank you for choosing to worship with us today. Your presence here means a lot to us 
and to God. We desire your experience to be spiritually enriching and fulfilling. Come 
celebrate with us each Sunday, and grow in faith. Please sign our visitors pads with a 
local address and email. Also, a large print version of this bulletin is available upon 
request. 
 
Holy communion is celebrated every Sunday at Atonement. All who believe in the real 
presence of Christ in the Lord’s Supper are invited to commune. Young children, who 
have not received first communion, may come forward (cross their arms over their 

chest) to receive a blessing. We commune by “Intinction.” After you 
have received the bread, dip it in the wine chalice. We have gluten-free 
communion wafers available for those with wheat & gluten sensitivities. 
Just let your communion server know. We also have grape juice for those 
who prefer it to wine. The grape juice chalice is just beyond the wine 
chalice for your convenience. Also, if you cannot come down the aisle 
for communion, let an usher know and communion will be brought to you 
at your seat. 

 
If you have individual prayer concerns, our God Squad will be in front of the altar 
following the service to pray with you.  

 
Service Times 

Saturdays at 5 p.m.            
Sundays: Rise & Shine 8:30 a.m., Traditional 10 a.m. & Child of God 11:30 a.m. 

 
Today’s Worship Leaders 

Preaching & Presiding   Pastor Scott Lindner  
Keyboardist:         Ken Hanks 
Celebration Choir Director:       Ruby Agnir 
Assisting Minister:        Rebecca Parker 
Acolyte:                                      Jordy Daly Lynn  
Communion Servers:             Karen Erickson, Kelly Frasier   
Ushers:      Bill Morris, Frank Fernandez,  
       Margaret Kovacs, Mark & Jane Gamble  
       Roy Caffey, Tom Hannold  
 Readers:      Lola Lambert, Kirsten Westbrook  
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As the chimes sound, please prepare for worship in silence.  
 

PRELUDE  

WELCOME 

Gathering Hymn: Awake, Awake and Greet the New Morn (ELW 242) (VS. 1&2) 
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GREETING 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
Kyrie (TFF p. 43) 
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HYMN OF PRAISE (TFF P. 46) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Take away the hindrance of our sins and make us 
ready for the celebration of your birth, that we may receive you in joy and serve you 
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always; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen 
 
CHILDREN’S MOMENT  
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 7:10-16 
A reading from Isaiah. 
10 The Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, 11 Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as 
Sheol or high as heaven. 12 But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to 
the test. 13 Then Isaiah said: “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to 
weary mortals, that you weary my God also? 14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you 
a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him 
Immanuel. 15 He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil 
and choose the good. 16 For before the child knows how to refuse the evil and choose the 
good, the land before whose two kings you are in dread will be deserted.” 
 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18 
 
Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; 
  shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 
  
In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, 
  stir up your strength and come to help us. 
 
Restore us, O God of hosts; 
  show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 
  
O Lord God of hosts, 
  how long will you be angered despite the prayers of your people?   
  
You have fed them with the bread of tears; 
  you have given them bowls of  tears to drink. 
  
You have made us the derision of our neighbors, 
  and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 
  
Restore us, O God of hosts; 
  show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 
  
Let your hand be upon the man of your right hand, 
  the son of man you have made so strong for yourself.   
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And so will we never turn away from you; 
  give us life, that we may call upon your name. 
 
Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; 
 show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.  
 
SECOND READING: ROMANS 1:1-7 
A reading from Romans. 
 
1 Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 2 

which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures, 3 the gospel 
concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh 4 and was 
declared to be Son of God with power according to the spirit of holiness by resurrection 
from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 5 through whom we have received grace and 
apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for the sake of 
his name, 6 including yourselves who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 7 To all God’s 
beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints: Grace to you and peace from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL: MATTHEW 1:18-25 
 
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the first chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
18 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had 
been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child 
from the Holy Spirit. 19 Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to 
expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 20 But just when he had 
resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, 
son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her 
is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will 
save his people from their sins.” 22 All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by 
the Lord through the prophet: 23 “Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and 
they shall name him Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with us.” 24 When Joseph awoke 
from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, 25 
but had no marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
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ANTHEM 
 
"Emmanuel, God with Us" by Culross 
  Ruby Agnir, Solo 
 
ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, ☩  and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen 
 
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the aid of your people, turning us from our 
sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that, attentive to your 
word, we may confess our sins, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 
Gracious God, 
have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, 
things done and left undone. Uphold us by your Spirit so that we may live and serve 
you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of your holy name; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our ☩  Lord Jesus 

Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. 
Amen 
 
CREED 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell.* 
On the third day he rose again. 
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He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen 
 
THE PRAYERS 
 
Keeping awake as we watch for Christ, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 
those in need. 
 
Brief Silence 
 
Hear your church, O God, as we pray for all who belong to Jesus Christ. Where the 
church is scorned, preserve it; where the church is privileged, grant it humility. 
Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer. 
 
Hear your earth, O God, as we pray for its healing and care. Protect the grapevine and 
the mighty cedar, the mountains and seas and all that’s in them. Give life, that all life 
may call on your name.  Lord in your mercy.   Hear our prayer. 
 
Hear the nations, O God, as we pray for those who hold power and authority over people 
and lands. Help those who create and uphold good laws and those working to reform 
what is unjust, that the world might better reflect your grace.    
Lord in your mercy.  Hear our prayer. 
 
Hear those in need, O God, as we pray for all who face uncertainty; refugees and 
immigrants, those imprisoned, and those without work, housing, food, or health care. 
Bring good news to all in need of hope, especially (Blanche Browning, Lois Miller, 
Charlie Guard, Richard Starnes).  Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer. 
 
Hear this community of faith O God, as we pray for families and friends who gather in 
this season, for travelers and hosts, and for those who will work or serve others this 
Christmas. Let the power of Emmanuel, God with us, shine in every heart.    
Lord in your mercy.  Hear our prayer. 
 
Other Intercessions may be offered here. 
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 Precious Lord, you make the renewal of our lives and loves possible through your grace. 
Be with those who are celebrating birthdays including Ron Morgan, Vickie Richard, 
Carol Reams, Debbie Hembree, Rebecca Parker, Nick Trejo, Detlev Aeppel and those 
celebrating anniversaries. May they continue to know your joy and presence in all that 
the years may bring.  Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer. 
 
You hear the cries of our hearts, O Lord. Fill us with hopeful expectation, that in each  
day and hour we may love and serve our neighbors, 
 in Jesus’ name.  AMEN                                                  
 
PEACE 
 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 
The ministers and congregation may greet one another with a gesture of peace, using 
these or similar words: Peace be with you.  
 
OFFERING HYMN: Christmas Day by Chris Tomlin 
     Kristen Styles and Rebecca Parker, Soloists  
 
OFFERING AND PREPARATION (TFF p. 54) 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 
After the gifts have been presented, one of these prayers is said. 
Let us pray. 
O Mighty One, 
you have done great things for us, and holy is your name. Bless all we offer you—
our selves, our time, and our possessions—that through us your grace and favor 
may be made known to all the world; for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Redeemer. 
Amen 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING (TFF p. 38) 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed our right, our duty, and our joy ... we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn:  
 
SANCTUS (TFF p. 56) 
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Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 
Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 
the Word made flesh. 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 
With this bread and cup 
we remember your Word dwelling among us, 
full of grace and truth. 
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 
We look with hope for his coming. 
 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
 



16 

 
Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 
Come among us. 
Bless this meal. 
May your Word take flesh in us. 
Awaken your people. 
Fill us with your light. 
Bring the gift of peace on earth. 
 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
All praise and glory are yours, 
Holy One of Israel, 
Word of God incarnate, 
Power of the Most High, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
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Come now with joy to Emmanuel’s table. 
Feast at the banquet of hope and love. 
 
COMMUNION HYMN (TFF p. 57) 
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 COMMUNION HYMN My Soul Does Magnify the Lord (TFF 168) 

COMMUNION HYMN Away in a Manger (ELW 278) 
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CANTICLE (TFF 58) 

PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing 
power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would strengthen us, 
through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake 
of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 
 
CHARGE TO THE PEOPLE 
Go out into the world in peace; 
Love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, 
with all your soul, 
with all your mind; 
and love your neighbor as yourself. 
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BENEDICTION 
The minister blesses the congregation. 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN Go Tell it on the Mountain (ELW 290) 

DISMISSAL 
 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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        If you have individual prayer concerns, our God Squad will be in 

   front of the altar following the service to pray with you. 
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Introduction to the day 
Today Isaiah prophesies that a young woman will bear a son and name him Emmanuel. 
The gospel is Matthew’s account of the annunciation and birth of the one named 
Emmanuel, God-with-us. During these final days of Advent we pray, “O come, O 
come, Emmanuel,” a beloved hymn based on the O Antiphons, ancient prayers 
appointed for the seven days preceding Christmas. On this final Sunday of Advent we 
prepare to celebrate the birth of the one born to save us from the power of sin and 
death. 
 
December 22, 2019 
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 
Where Mercy Is Courage 
There is a starched-spine courage in what Joseph did—courage that risks public 
derision. There is tender courage needed for Joseph to be gentle with an abrasive truth, 
to face shame for the sake of another’s honor. There is a willing-to-be-wrong courage 
revealed by Joseph, who dares to believe an improbable dream. 
Before any innkeepers’ doors shuttered along Bethlehem’s still streets, before a cattle 
stall doubled for a nursery or shepherds abandoned their flocks to a sky full of angels, 
before silent night broke into something joyful and triumphant and herald angels sang 
glory, there was quiet, courageous mercy in Nazareth. 
To be merciful to Mary, who Joseph must have believed had betrayed him; to be 
merciful to a community that, of course, would ridicule him; to be merciful in the face 
of a future that appeared forever spoiled—this demanded courage. Mercy will forever 
require courage. All Joseph had to proceed with was the mind-boggling gift of the 
phrase “Do not be afraid.” 
Many are the regrets that harrow us, not for what we have done but for what we have 
failed to do; not for where we wandered but for where we refused to venture; not for 
what we chanced but for what we guarded, all because we have been afraid. Fear binds 
us from acting with mercy and courage. 
“Do not be afraid” is God’s constant refrain, beginning with scripture’s earliest stories 
in Genesis and continuing until the Bible closes in Revelation: “Do not be afraid; I am 
the first and the last” (Rev. 1:17). God’s empowering litany gives merciful courage to 
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Joseph in a dream and to shepherds in the fields. It is found in the miracle of Bethlehem, 
the merciful Word born in Emmanuel, God with us. Do not be afraid. 
 
Upcoming Commemorations 
Stephen, Deacon and Martyr 
Thursday, December 26, 2019 
Stephen was a deacon and the first martyr of the church. He was one of those seven 
upon whom the apostles laid hands after they had been chosen to serve widows and 
others in need. Later, Stephen's preaching angered the temple authorities, and they 
ordered him to be put to death by stoning. 
John, Apostle and Evangelist 
Friday, December 27, 2019 
The son of Zebedee and brother of James, John was one of the twelve disciples and 
witness to the transfiguration. Tradition has named him also the writer of the Gospel of 
John, the three New Testament letters bearing his name, as well as Revelation. 
The Holy Innocents, Martyrs 
Saturday, December 28, 2019 
This day commemorates the young children killed by Herod in Bethlehem in his jealous 
attempt to murder the baby Jesus, a sobering reminder of the evil that led Christ to be 
born for our salvation. 

May God direct your ways in peace, make you abound 

in love for one another and for all, 

and strengthen your hearts 

until the coming of our Lord Jesus.  

Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you now and forever. 
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