
CHILD OF GOD 
home blueprint for Mar. 22 – Mar. 28, 2020  

STORY: John 1 – Baptism of Jesus 

John 1 (Lutheran Study Bible p. 1753-1755) 

Read the story over at home, by yourself and with your family 

CHARACTERS:  We switch over to the NEW TESTAMENT today, fast forwarding over 400 years.  

As we do this, we dramatically change our focus.  Instead of telling stories from the history of 

the people of Israel, we now follow the life of one particular Israelite (at this time period called 

“Jews” or, more properly “Judeans”) – JESUS of NAZARETH.   The life of Jesus is told in the 

“gospels,” the first 4 books of the beginning of the New Testament.  Each gospel tells the story 

somewhat differently, and in style and content JOHN’s gospel (which we will be following this 

year) is the most unlike the others.   

We see John’s unique approach off the bat, as he gives us a beautiful poetic prolog at the start 

of Chapter 1.  He mentions JOHN the BAPTIST as “a man sent from God” and a “witness to the 

light” even though he is not the light himself.  The light is Jesus, whom he identifies with GOD’s 

WORD.  Jesus is mysteriously identical to God, and at the same time “with” God even at the 

beginning of creation.  The gospel of John wants us to know and remember that through Jesus, 

we meet God as a human being (1:14).   

Have you ever been mistaken for someone else?  What did that feel like?  What does John the 

Baptist see as his purpose in life?  How do you think he felt about being questioned by the 

priests and Levites?  How would you respond if people ask, “Who are you?”  What do you see as 

your spiritual mission in life?  What is John saying about the baptism he provides?  What does 

he mean by calling Jesus the “Lamb of God” (see Exodus 12:1-13; Isaiah 53:7) and “Son of God” 

(vs. 34)? 

Who pointed out Jesus and explained who he was to you?  Who “made straight the way for the 

Lord” in your life, and what did they do?  How do you incorporate the obedience and sacrifice of 

the Lamb of God into your life?  What do you know about your baptism?  Do you celebrate your 

baptism regularly?  What does baptism mean to you?  How do you live it out in your daily life?  

How do you experience the presence of the Holy Spirit in your life?  What does it mean to you? 



WORSHIP CONNECTIONS:  The readings selected for our regular 

traditional worship service follow a 3 year cycle which is guided by 

the seasons of the church.  The current season is called Lent, which 

is the time leading up to Easter.  The three years focus on the 

gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke.  Readings from the gospel of 

John are interspersed throughout the three years.  Unfortunately, 

that means that means we don’t get a whole continuous year where 

we hear the unique voice and viewpoint found in the Gospel of John.  

We are trying to make up for that at our Child of God services.  Our 

plan is to have 4 cycles of lessons, each of which will follow a 

different gospel when telling the story of Jesus. 

One way John tells the story of Jesus differently than the others is his 

focus on the “signs” Jesus performs.  In the other gospel, Jesus is 

tempted by the devil in the desert.  This story is not in John.  The 

other gospels view the ability to work miracles as a temptation Jesus 

faces in order to promote himself and attract popularity and 

attention.  For John, the miracles are “signs” which help reveal to 

people his true identity so that they may come to believe.  In 

essence, the gospel itself is a sign the Jesus is the Savior as it says 

near the end: “These [words] are written so that you may come to 

believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through 

believing, you may have life in His name” (John 20:31). 

PRAY FOR: all people to come to the knowledge of Jesus as Savior.  

Healing of those with coronavirus, and the spreading of the virus to 

halt.  People to grow in appreciation of one another and our 

common concerns for community during this time of social 

distancing.  The baptism of the Holy Spirit, which connects our gifts 

and talents with those in need.   

CATECHISM CONNECTIONS – Baptism:  Just as we see God show up 

at Jesus’ baptism in the form of a dove, God shows up at every 

baptism to make it effective.  As Luther put it in the Large Catechism, 

“To be baptized in God’s name is to be baptized not by human 

beings but by God Himself.  Although it is performed by human 

hands, it is nevertheless God’s own act.   From this fact everyone can 

easily conclude that it is of much greater value than the work of any 

human being or saint.  For what human work can possibly be greater 

than God’s work?   

FAMILY ACTIVITIES:  Find your child’s baptism day and mark the 

anniversary on the calendar.  Sit down and share with them what 

their baptismal day was like.  Tell them all that you can remember.  

Gather together any physical indicators of that day (certificates, 

gifts, garments, etc.) and keep them together in a special keepsake 

box.  Celebrate the anniversary with cards and gifts that remind 

them of the waters of baptism and the promise of God’s Spirit. 

Lara Aknin’s research shows that 

children find happiness through 

giving to others.  

In fact, children find greater 

happiness when they give to 

others sacrificially. 

These are interesting findings, 

because most of us are naturally 

self-centered. We look out for 

our own needs before the needs 

of others. 

But the research indicates that if 

we overcome our selfish nature 

and focus on the needs of others, 

we’ll be happier. 

If you want your children to lead 

joyful, fulfilling lives, teach them 

to serve others and contribute. 

Involve them in activities where 

they get to help others and make 

a positive impact. 

When your children think more 

in terms of contribution and less 

in terms of achievement, they’ll 

be on the path of building a 

meaningful life. 

 

 (*) from 12 Skills That Good 

Parents Have (Backed By 

Science) by David Wong 

Parenting skill #2: Teach 
your children to focus on 
the needs of others.  (*) 


